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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mersky (WO 
95/06398). 

Regarding claim 1, Mersky teaches an acoustic equipment (figures 3-5) that comprises a 
columnar magnetostrictor (20) having a fixed end and a free end, a magnetic field generator (17) 
for generating a magnetic field to expand and contract the columnar magnetostrictor by a driver 
current based on an acoustic signal (see the abstract), a vibration transmitter (31, 35, 37) and an 
elastic member (27, 33) as claimed. As shown in figures 3-5, the vibration transmitter is 
disposed on one side of the columnar magnetostrictor and arranged to transmit vibration caused 
by expansion and contraction of the columnar magnetostrictor to a vibrator (40, 41, page 13, 
lines 4-10), and the elastic member (27, 33) is disposed between a stopper (see the housing 1 1 at 
the fixed end of the magnetostrictor in figure 3 ) and the vibration transmitter (31, 35) as claimed. 

Regarding claim 2, as shown in figure 3, the elastic member (27) can come into contact 
with at least one end face of the columnar magnetostrictor (20) through the magnet. 

Regarding claim 3, Mersky teaches a magnet (23, 25) for generating a bias magnetic 
field. As shown in figure 3, the magnet (23) can come into contact with one end face of the 
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columnar magnetostrictor (20), and the elastic member (27) can come into contact with another 
end face of the magnet (23). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Mersky et al. (U.S. patent 5,460,593) teaches a method and apparatus for imparting low 
amplitude vibrations to bone and hard living tissue. 

Cross et al. (U.S. patent 7,224,814) teaches a two-way communication device that 
includes a magnetostrictive rod. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYEN D. LE whose telephone number is (571) 272-7502. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SINH TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HUYEN D. LE/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2615 

HL 

March 26, 2008 



